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Solicits submissions

For its 2009 journal edition

‘Urges’

In Strachey’s translations of Freud, ‘urge’ renders Drang, a word whose role in an internal schema (a build-up that needs discharging) is similar to that of the more celebrated Trieb (pulsion, ‘drive’). As in English, the verb form associated with Drang – drängen – signifies a spoken injunction; it is used often in this way in Freud as he urges to one end or another the scientific community or his addressees in general. 

Urges then are also addresses. They solicit or enjoin action along lines prescribed by the speaker. To urge and to be urged are crucial in political discourse, and have a particular resonance in the face of crisis and a call for change. Urges are often affective, but can they also be effective? They can be evoked as foundational, the unmediated unconscious impulses of the individual human. As such, they are readily used as evidence of shared humanity or culpability (‘there’s a definite urge – don’t you have it?’). Paradoxically, they also always seem to come from another, whether an enjoiner or somewhere in the depths of me that is not mine. 

The transitive meanings of ‘urges’, passing between the noun and the verb, the internal and the external, affect and rhetoric, make it an interesting site for scholarly exchange across disciplines. ‘Urges’ insinuates itself alongside contemporary critical turns to affect and phenomenology, whilst at the same time resolutely aligning itself with language, rhetoric, and ideology. 

_______________________________

ManuScript’s next journal edition, following on from the conference held on 20th February 2009, will be on the topic of ‘Urges’. We hope that the theme will encourage and allow room for a wide variety of responses from different discourses and fields. 
From the conference’s papers and the discussion engendered, some suggestions for approaches might include, though are not restricted to:

· urges and psychoanalysis: drive, desire, compulsion
· criminalising, politicising, or pathologising urges
· urges, agency and intention

· associations with the primal; or, urges as authentic, incontrovertible, justifiable.

· urges and ideology

· tropes of display and concealment

· urge as address; discourses of appeal

· urge in religion and ritual
· urgency (political currency; relation to technology; temporality and the imperative)

· urge and excess

Articles of up to 4,500 words should be emailed to the editors at eas.manuscript@manchester.ac.uk by June 30th 2009. Further information about ManuScript journal, the call for papers, and the peer review process, can be found on the website, via www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/manuscripturges.
Articles should follow the latest MHRA Style Guide.
