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The project ‘Integration and identity in the Roman Republic’ is currently carried out by Saskia Roselaar at the University of Manchester. It aims to clarify the processes of integration between Italians and Romans in the period 340-91 BC. The issue of integration has been studied mainly in the context of the Romanization of Italy and the formation of identities in Italy, which are considered the result of increased contact between Romans and Italians. However, it still remains unclear in what contexts Romans and Italians came into contact with each other. The project's aim therefore is to study the points of contact between these groups: before we can say anything about the cultural and linguistic consequences of integration, we must know where and why exactly Romans and Italians met.
The project studies these contacts in three broadly defined spheres:
-Geographical: To establish which were the points of contact between Romans and Italians, we must first find out where these groups lived. The project will focus specifically on the landscape of the colonies founded by the Romans throughout Italy, which are usually assumed to have played a large role in the Romanization of Italy. Although it is sometimes assumed that Italians were expelled from their lands, recent research has suggested that Italians often lived in the colonies or their territories. A more detailed reconstruction of the colonial landscape is therefore in order.

-Political and administrative: Italians sometimes received full or partial Roman citizenship, which would have brought them into contact with Romans on a regular basis. Other Italians were governed directly by Roman state officials. Regular contact with Roman government may have been an important factor in the integration of Italians; the project seeks to explore the relations between political and administrative contacts and the economic and cultural developments in various Italian areas.

-Economic: Contacts between Romans and Italians could occur for various economic reasons. It appears that trade occurred in a variety of contexts, which must be studied in more detail. Furthermore, it is well known that Italians conducted trade outside Italy, with the assistance of the Roman state. Thus, increased contacts with Rome may have been beneficial for the Italian economy.

The study of these possibilities for contact between Rome and the Italians will shed light on the process of Romanization as it occurred in Republican Italy: it will be possible to establish in more detail exactly how much contact existed between Rome and the various Italian peoples, and what modes of contact existed. Research into political integration will also shed light on the concept of Roman identity in the Republic: the study of political rights shows which rights the Romans were willing to share with the Italians, and thereby their level of inclusion into Roman society. 


We would welcome papers on any aspect of integration and the formation of identity in the Roman Republic. We would particularly like to invite archaeologists and linguists, since it is clear that integration and identity cannot be studied by ancient historians alone. Some suggested topics are:


-Colonial landscapes

-Legal barriers for integration

-Ideas about integration among Romans and Italians

-Different modes of integration for various social classes

-Regional variations in the methods and results of integration

Booking

If you would like to attend the conference please complete this form [link].  There is a conference fee of £ 45 for non-speaking delegates.  The deadline for registration is 31st May 2010.

Student Bursaries

Postgraduate students who wish to attend the conference can apply for a Student bursary. There are five bursaries available, which will cover the conference fee and accommodation for three nights.  If you would like to be considered for a bursary, please send to Saskia Roselaar (Saskia.roselaar@manchester.ac.uk) a brief (c. 250 word) statement explaining how attendance at the conference would contribute to your research.  Please also ask your supervisor (or other appropriate referee) to send a short statement of support to the same address.  The deadline for application for bursaries is 30th April 2010.

Programme

TO BE CONFIRMED

Confirmed speakers include:

Ed Bispham 

Guy Bradley

Tim Cornell

Altay Coskun 

Elena Isayev 

David Langslow

Kathryn Lomas

John Patterson

Jonathan Prag

William Rees 

Saskia Roselaar

Nathan Rosenstein 

Roman Roth

Venue

The conference will take place in the Samuel Alexander Building, room A 102, Oxford Road, M13 9PL. The closest railway station is Manchester Oxford Road, from where the venue can be reached on foot (15 minutes walk) or by taxi (£ 4-5). From Manchester Piccadilly the venue can be reached on foot (25 minutes walk) or by taxi (£ 7-8).

Accommodation

We have booked some space in University of Manchester student accommodation near the conference venue for the nights of 30 June, 1 and 2 July. These rooms will be free for speakers and postgraduate students; other attendees will have to pay (£39.50 per night for an en suite room). If you wish to stay in one of these rooms, please indicate this on the registration form. 

Unfortunately, we cannot provide accommodation for extra nights. Delegates are asked to make their own arrangements for such accommodation. There are several options close to the conference venue:

Manchester University Business School, Booth St West (10-15 minutes walk from the conference venue): http://www.mbs.ac.uk/aboutus/conference-hotel/hotel-services.aspx
Premier Inn Manchester GMEX, Lower Mosley St (5 minutes from the conference venue): http://www.premierinn.com/pti/hotelInformation.do?hotelId=24126

Premier Inn Manchester Deansgate Locks, River St (5 minutes from the conference venue): http://www.premierinn.com/pti/hotelInformation.do?hotelId=24128
Ibis Hotel, Charles St (10 minutes from the conference venue): http://www.ibishotel.com/gb/hotel-3143-ibis-manchester-charles-street/index.shtml

Jury’s Inn, 56 Great Bridgewater St, Manchester (next door to the conference venue): http://manchesterhotels.jurysinns.com/jurysinn_manchester
Details of other Manchester hotels can be found on the Visit Manchester website: http://www.visitmanchester.com/where-to-stay-home.aspx
Getting to Manchester

By air

Manchester Airport [http://www.manchesterairport.co.uk] has direct flights from and to most major European cities, as well as direct transatlantic flights.  Details of routes and timetables are available on their website.  A regular train service (15 minutes, £3) links the airport to the city centre.  Budget airlines (particularly Easyjet and Ryanair) have a wider range of routes into Liverpool Airport [http://www.liverpoolairport.com/], which is about an hour from Manchester by bus or train.

By train

Most mainline train services arrive at Manchester Piccadilly, on the eastern edge of the city centre.  From Piccadilly, the conference venue and accommodation can be reached on foot or by bus (No. 147 links Piccadilly with the University) or taxi.

Local trains and some trains from the airport also call at Manchester Oxford Road: this is the closest station to the conference venue.

More information on public transport in Manchester is available here [http://www.gmpte.com]

