GUIDANCE FOR CASE OF SUPPORT – Vocational Programmes

Please give details of your intended programme of study. You should indicate which subject area your application will fall into and this will determine which Subject Panel will be responsible for considering your application. 

We ask that you provide a written Case for Support of no more than 500 words.

Within your case for support, you should give a brief indication of any previous experience or preparation that is relevant to your proposed study. For example, any course units you have taken as part of your undergraduate degree that are particularly relevant. This should not be an exhaustive list, but a summary which demonstrates to the assessors that you are appropriately prepared to undertake your proposed course. You should also include preparation that is additional to the formal undergraduate qualifications you have mentioned on your University Application Form. For example, if you have additional degrees or qualifications and these are relevant training and preparation, please include them.

If you have had a career change, it would be helpful to the assessors to say why you wish to pursue this new direction. If you are aware of further training you will require to enable you to complete your studies, e.g. language skills or ICT training, please include it in this statement. The fact that you need further training will not be regarded by the assessors as a sign of weakness.

You should describe how this programme will contribute to your long term career aims and how taking this course is a pre-requisite for meeting your long-term career aims. Whilst we recommend that you discuss this with the proposed Programme Director, it is crucial that the detail provided here is your own work.

Give a brief description of the subject area in which you plan to do your dissertation. Where there is a significant overlap between your undergraduate dissertation (if you completed one) and your proposed dissertation work, you should demonstrate clearly how the project goes beyond your undergraduate work.

If your course includes an assessed practical element, please give a brief description of the work you intend to pursue. You should say how your proposed work relates to what you have studied already, and any relevant professional experience you have had. It is important to include details of your professional or work experience in your field of study (including relevant voluntary work), as the panel will be looking at your track record. For example, if you are undertaking a creative writing course, please describe the kind of writing (published and unpublished) you have undertaken. If your work experience was completed over several short periods, it would be helpful to give an overall number of weeks or months, e.g. 3 months’ gallery experience. If you have additional degrees or qualifications that you have not mentioned elsewhere on the University Application form and these are relevant training and preparation, please include them here. If you already have a postgraduate qualification, you should say how this relates to your proposed studies.
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