AHRC/ESRC Studentships and School of Arts, Histories and Cultures Awards

AHRC STUDENTSHIPS

What are AHRC studentships?

The Arts and Humanities Research Council is the main UK funding council for work in the arts and humanities. It has three postgraduate studentship schemes: Research Masters (for those going on to a PhD), Professional Masters (for vocational programmes), and Doctoral. The bulk of these awards are now distributed through the Block Grant Partnership (BGP) scheme, where the AHRC allocates a number of awards to individual institutions, based on their track record and future plans for delivering high quality postgraduate training. The University of Manchester has been awarded among highest number of awards of any UK institution in the first BGP competition. Although the AHRC might reduce the overall number of awards nationally in the coming years, we are expecting that funding council studentships will continue to be available at Manchester.
Who is eligible?

There are full details in the guidance notes accompanying the application forms and from the AHRC website, but in brief the full AHRC awards (fees + maintenance) are restricted to UK students (or those who meet the criteria for being ordinarily resident in the UK), while EU students are eligible for fees only (unless you have been resident for the last 3 years in the UK, including for purposes of full time education, in which case you would be eligible for fees + maintenance). PhD students will need to have completed a Masters (or can demonstrate equivalent professional experience), but you are normally not eligible for an AHRC award if you already hold a degree at the same or higher level as the one for which you are applying. There are no longer any limits to the number of times you can apply to the AHRC. PhD studentships start on 1 October (but it is possible to make a case to the AHRC why you need to defer until 1 January). Note: the Research Preparation Masters Scheme is based on the idea of an MA providing the foundation for a future research career.

How do you apply?

Both the AHRC and School awards use the same application process.

The application process is in two parts:

1. You must have received an offer of a place on a programme by the funding deadline. You will therefore need to submit the standard University PG online application form (including transcripts and references) by 15 February 2012 at the latest. You can do this at: http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduatestudy/apply/
2. You also need to submit a SAHC/AHRC Funding Application Form, along with a Research Proposal to the relevant School PG Administrator (contact details on the form) by 5pm on 2 March 2012. There is only one closing date for applications each year and there is no flexibility in this date. Your referees will need to submit references directly to the School by that date. The form is here: http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduatestudy/funding/
What about current PhD Students?
Current PhD students in their first or second year of study (or part-time equivalent) are eligible to apply for the AHRC and School awards. As you already have a place, you only need to complete stage 2 above.

What references do I need?
You will need two references to be submitted by the Funding deadline. There are instructions for referees here:

http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduatestudy/references/
You should inform your referees that you are applying for funding. References that do not provide a detailed appraisal of your academic development and suitability for your proposed programme of study, but are simply a general statement of support, may disadvantage even the strongest applicant. Referees can send a copy of the reference submitted on your behalf as part of your application for admission to a programme, as long as it meets the criteria set out in the accompanying guidance above.

What’s the deadline for applications?

The deadline for the funding competition (both AHRC and School awards) is 2 March 2012. To be eligible for the funding competition, you must have received an offer of a place on a programme by that date, therefore you will need to submit your PG admissions application by 15 February 2012 at the latest, and preferably before.
Can I make more than one application?

You can apply either to the BGP competition or the Open Competition (for institutions not holding BGPs), but not both. You can apply to more than one institution that hold BGPs, but you cannot be nominated (i.e. accept an offer) by more than one University. If you’re caught doing this, the AHRC reserve the right to exclude you from the competition.

What about interdisciplinary subjects?

Applications for interdisciplinary MAs and PhDs within the Faculty will be funnelled to a primary disciplinary panel in the first instance, with the Faculty-wide final AHRC BGP panel reviewing those interdisciplinary applications. The choice of panel for each MA has been agreed internally, but for PhD applications we ask you to indicate in your Research Proposal which subject panel or panels that you think best fits your project. The PG Directors in each School will make an initial review of these interdisciplinary applications to confirm which panel will have primary responsibility.

What does the application include?

If you are applying for a Masters, you need to include a Case for Support of up to 500 words. If you are applying for a PhD, you need to provide a Research Proposal of up to 1000 words. In both cases the guidelines for what should go in the statement are included in the guidance notes that can be downloaded from the website above. You can also speak to your tutors for advice, but the work should be your own.

How will the awards be decided?

There will be subject area panels within the School, and they will use a common set of grading criteria to rank all applicants in their area. In most cases these subject area panels map fairly easily onto our departments, but in some areas (e.g. Film) there will be cross-School panels. As part of your application you will tick a box corresponding to the panel that you think best fits your programme of study.

What’s the timetable?

	15 February

	Deadline for applicants to submit University application to schools

	2 March
	Deadline for schools to receive funding applications.

	w/c 16 April
	Faculty level panel meets to confirm rankings

	w/c 23 April
	Offer letters sent to successful students and letters sent to reserve candidates.

	11 May
	Deadline for students to accept the offer of an award. If students have declined the award, offer letters will be sent to reserve candidates.


ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council) Studentships

Do you offer any ESRC studentships?

For full details on the ESRC competition, please visit : http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduatestudy/funding/fundingfordoctoralstudents/research-council-awards/
SCHOOL BURSARIES

Are there any School bursaries?

The School of Arts, Histories and Cultures has a number of bursaries at Masters and PhD level. Full details of the bursaries are available on the School website:

http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduatestudy/funding/
What awards are there for international students?

In addition to specific schemes such as the North America Foundation of the University of Manchester (NAFUM), there are two School-wide MA bursaries, and two School-wide ORS (Overseas Research Student) PhD bursaries. Students for these awards are also eligible for other School awards, and will be ranked alongside all the other applicants.
How will the internal bursaries be decided?

The internal School bursaries will be decided by the same subject panels that meet for the AHRC awards, except for the University Research Scholarships, ORS and Overseas MA bursaries, which will be decided by a School-level panel. Once the successful AHRC candidates have confirmed their acceptance, the next ranked candidates in each subject area will be informed of the internal awards. Department-specific bursaries may be decided on a different timetable (consult the PG tutor in your department for information).

How do you apply?

In the same way as for the AHRC awards (see above). On the SAHC Funding Application Form you need to indicate which funding schemes you wish to be considered for.

What’s the deadline for internal awards?

The deadline for all these awards is 2 March 2012
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