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Overview 

This unit examines the theory and practice of learning in arts organisations, 

museums and other heritage sites. It explores work with single or multiple art forms 

and a range of creative approaches. It also looks at the influence of educational 

theory and government policy on the development and delivery of arts and museum 

education programmes. Taking a practical approach to the concerns of professionals 

involved in learning, interpretation, engagement and outreach in the cultural sector 

it considers key considerations and strategies for arts/heritage organisations working 

with educational institutions and within informal learning contexts. These concerns 

will include issues arising from school curricula, evaluation and assessment, 

discourses around inclusion and access, innovations in active learning and 

participation, and ethical issues.  

Teaching and Learning Methods 

The unit is taught in collaboration with experienced arts and museum education 

professionals and includes sessions delivered at the Whitworth Art Gallery and the 

Manchester Museum. There are weekly sessions which take the form of seminars or 

workshops dealing with practical concerns and theoretical issues raised by directed 

reading and input from educational professionals. Assessment is made up of a 

critical review of an education practice or strategy and the development of a project 

proposal. 
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