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ART IN THE CITY: COLLECTING, CURATING, COMMISSIONING
Course option — Semester 2

Aims

The aim of the course is to develop students’ understanding of the history, theory and
politics of, and also practice in, the art museum, both in general terms and also
specifically with reference to the English regional cities of Manchester and Liverpool. By
examining the formation, function and effects of the creation of public art institutions in
the industrial and post-industrial cities of Manchester and Liverpool, the course will
provide students with in-depth knowledge and understanding of key institutions, events
and issues, as well as of the broader institutional, cultural and political contexts in which
to locate them.

Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this unit successful students will be able to:

* Demonstrate a critical knowledge and understanding of the roles of museums, galleries,
and other agencies in the cultural economies of Manchester and Liverpool at the start of the
21st century, including the contributions which they are expected to make towards the
promotion of economic regeneration, social inclusion and cultural diversity;

* Describe, analyse and evaluate, on the basis of first-hand study, the collecting,
commissioning, display, interpretative and educational strategies of a number of museums
and galleries in Manchester and Liverpool.

* Make appropriate and also challenging proposals for curatorial or interpretative projects
and programmes within the institutions studied.

Teaching and Learning Methods:

Weekly two-hour seminars with directed reading and presentations to be prepared from
week to week, including presentations by guest lecturers and site visits. The course is
assessed by a 5,000 word essay and a student project.
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